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Research Report 

Frank Cesena’s Family 

Research Object: Determine accurate lineage for Frank Cesena and his 2 siblings, Lola Cesena 

and Soledad Cesena who married a Cavilli. Also determine if the family came from Baja Sur 

Mexico.  

Information Provided: Frank Cesena, 1875-1929 married Lula Parks and had four children—

Myrtle, Lester, Ernest and Francis. The Cesena family lived in California. Family lore says that 

the Cesenas were from Baja Sur in Lower California.  Available online family trees show Frank 

as the son of 2 different men, Cipriano Cesena with his wife Mary Weeks and Jose Maria Cese-

na with his wife Jusus Alviso.  Family tradition states that Frank is the son of Ramon Cesena 

and his wife Soledad Sepada, Soledad may  have gone by Jenny.  Frank had 2 sisters, known 

aunts in the family, Soledad who went by Salli, and Lola who did not marry. 

Research Results: Ramon Sotero Cesena, Cipriano Cesena and Jose Maria Cesena were broth-

ers and sons of Francisco Cesena and Dolores Aviles / Abiles. It follows tradition each son likely 

would have named one of their sons after their own father; in this case anglicized Frank for 

Francisco. Frank ,the son of Cipriano and Frank, the son of Jose Maria have both been proven 

to not be the Frank Cesena that married Lula Parks and had sisters Lola and Soledad.  

During the research we have also added a 3rd sister to Frank, Lola, and Salli, the previously 

unknown Selena / Salome. 

Soledad Sepeda / Zepeda was the first wife of Ramon Sotero Cesena, she likely passed away 

before 1880 when the 4 children are found living with “Pera Garmil”. Ramon remarries about 

1883 to Jenny / Jennie Ojedea, together they have 5 children.  

Additional confusion comes being 2 Ramon Cesenas being in the San Jose area at the in the 

late 1800s. 

Ramon Sotero Cesena that married Soldedad Zepada / Sepeda is not the Ramon Cesena that 

married Merced Gomez in 1870, as has been cited in numerous online trees. These 2 Ramons  
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Research Report 

Frank Cesena Family 

Research Results Continued: are listed separately in the 1870 Census. Ramon Sisena with 

Soledad in San Jose, and Ramon Cescina with his 2 young children in Burnett. Through Califor-

nia voter registrations the two separate Ramon Cesenas are frequently listed on the same 

page for Santa Clara County; Ramon Sotero with his middle name included.  

With the discovery of the 1880 US Federal Census where the 4 siblings (Frank, Lola, Soledad 

and Selena)  are listed as living with their grandmother, “Pera Garmil” the question became 

who is this Pera Garmil. Ramon Sotero’s parents had both passed away by 1880, which elimi-

nated them.  Soledad’s father had passed away as well, but her mother Carmela (Carmel or 

Carmen) Sepeda (Zepeda or Sepetha) was still alive.   

Looking back 10 years we find Carmela Sepetha is living next to Ramon and Soledad in the 

1870 census along with Carmela’s younger children. The known birthdate for Carmela is 19 

Sep 1827, not 1810 as is listed in the 1880 Census.  Carmela’s birth year is also listed incorrect-

ly in the 1870 Census as 1835. Frequently, this type of error is due to children reporting their 

parents ages. 

It is possible the census taker spoke to one of the children when he came to the house and 

Pera Garmil is a very poorly understood Pera for Zepeda and Carmel for Garmil.  It is also pos-

sible that the census taker asked the children Grandma’s age and an approximate was provid-

ed.  When the Soundex is used the numerical value for Carmel is 2654 (C654) and the numeri-

cal value for Garmil is also 2654 (G654).  The numerical breakdown for Zepeda is 213 (Z13) and 

numerical value for Pera is 16 (P6), which is not the same, however if you drop the “Ze” in 

Zepeda and compare just Peda the numerical value becomes 13 (P3).  While not concrete 

proof that “Pera Garmil” is Carmel Zepeda this evidence combined with known land owner-

ship makes us fairly certain of this connection.   

Additional information includes the known death date of Carmela being 27 Jun 1893 in San 

Jose, Santa Clara County, California. A thorough search of the 1880 Census does not find Car-

mela listed anywhere else in 1880 in Santa Clara County.  
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Research Report 

Frank Cesena Family 

Research Results Continued:  

The most conclusive confirmation of “Pera Garmil” being Carmel Zepeda comes from the ad-

dress of “Pera Garmil” and the known land ownership maps from San Jose.  This entire area 

was owned by the Sepeda / Zepeda family,  finding Sepeda grandchildren at this location 

leaves Carmela Martinez Zepeda as the matriarch of the family at this location and the most 

likely grandmother listed with the 4 children. 

It has been confirmed, by baptismal records, that the family was in Baja Sur as Ramon Sotero 

Cesena was baptized there.  Whether this was the origin of the family or he was baptized as 

they were immigrating has not been established. 

With family lore confirmed we include family group sheets that add additional information to 

the Zepeda / Martinez / Cesena family.   

Details of the research follow.  Included is research on all 3 first cousins with the name Frank 

Cesena. A great deal of records are available in California.  Research is presented first by type 

and then in chronological order, as much as the record discovery and relevance allows.  The 

research includes both determining the correct Frank Cesena, untangling the questions of 

marriages of Ramon Cesena as well as determining the correct Ramon Cesena. Once correct 

individuals were determined additional information on each person is presented.  
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Marriage Ramon Sotero Cesena and Soledad Sepeda 

Two records are available representing the same date in differing years. 

Ramon Cesena and Soledad Sepeda were married 15 Feb 1867 in Santa Clara County, Califor-

nia. 

Source: Marriage book at the County Courthouse in Santa Clara County, California, Volume B, 

Page 319. Ancestry.com 

Ramon S. Cesena and Soledad Sepeda were married 15 Feb 1868 in Santa Clara County, Cali-

fornia. 

Source: Vitalsearch. Ancestry.com 

Marriage Cipriano Cesena and Mary Weeks (Brother of Ramon Sotero Cesena. Father of 

Frank F Cesena b. 5 Aug 1885) 

No marriage record located for Cipriano Cesena and Mary Weeks.  A Mary Weeks is living in 

the household of Lutana Bosca in the 1860 San Jose Census.  In the 1870 Almaden, Santa Clara 

County census (below) Mary and Cipriano were listed by her maiden name, which is not unu-

sual for Hispanic families.  Their eldest daughter is 9. Inferred marriage date of late 1860 early 

1861. Cipriano is spelled Sepriano, there are a number of spellings for his name. 

Source: 1870 US Federal Census, Almaden Township, Santa Clara County, California, page 40, 

lines 20-26 
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1870 US Census for Ramon Sotero Cesena and Soledad Zepeda 

Ramon Sisena with his wife Soledad are found living next to Carmela Zepeda spelled Sepetha.  

Carmela is living 4 youngest children, Ignacio, Antonio, Frank, and Pedro.  Listed beside Car-

mela is her daughter Placida and Placida’s husband Antonio Montoya.  Their landholdings are 

adjacent in the San Jose Block Map.  Value of Real Estate for Carmela is $6000 and for Antonio 

is $3000. 

Source: 1870 US Federal Census, San Jose, Santa Clara, California, page 73, lines 2-11 

1880 US Census for Cipriano Cesena and Mary Weeks (Cipriano brother of Ramon Sotero) 

Cipriano Cesena and Mary Weeks cannot be found in the 1880 US Census under the surname 

Cesena or Weeks.  A hand search of Almaden, where the family was living in 1870, yields no 

results.  A search of each of their children in 1880 also yields no results.  This may simply mean 

they were missed in the 1880 Census or they may have been in transition while moving. 

1891 San Francisco City Directory  (Cipriano brother of Ramon Sotero) 

Cipio Cesena, Vaquero, is found with his residence located at S 15th Avenue between P and Q.  

His son Michael Cesena, tanner, is found with his residence nearby at 16th Avenue between P 

and Q.   

Source: San Francisco Directory, 1891. Ancesty.com 
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1900 US Census for Cipriano Cesena   (Cipriano brother of Ramon Sotero) 

Cipriano and Mary Cesena’s son Michael Cesena is found still living on 16th Avenue, full ad-

dress 1840 16th Avenue, with his wife Prudence and 5 children. Michael Cesena was born in 

1870, included in the household, listed as daughters of head of household, or two girls that 

cannot be Michael’s children. Tuda born Dec 1882 and Laura born Aug 1883. It is currently un-

known how these two women are related to Michael.  John Cesena, listed as a Boarder, is 

Michael’s younger brother born Jan 1878. 

Source: 1900 US Census, District 87, San Francisco, San Francisco County, California, page 11, 

lines 28-35  Ancestry.com 
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1900 San Francisco District 87 Census Cipriano Cesena and Mary Weeks (Cipriano brother of 

Ramon Sotero) 

Hand search for Cipriano and Mary Cesena in the 1900 San Francisco Census based on the last 

known address of S 15th  Avenue between P and Q, yields many family members, but no Cipri-

ano and Mary Cesena. 

Son Cipriano Jr. and his wife Eva Cesena are living with their children at 1883 15th Avenue.  

Cipriano Jr. is a tanner. 

Cipriano’s Sr.’s son Michael is living around the corner at 1840 16th Avenue.  Another son of 

Cipriano Sr.’s is living with Michael, John Cesena is listed as a Boarder. 

Cipriano Sr.’s brother Ramon Sotero Cesena is living nearby with his 2nd wife Jennie and their 

5 children at 1877 15th Avenue. 

1900 San Jose Ward 4, Santa Clara County (Jose Maria Cesena brother of Cipriano and Ra-

mon Sotero, Jose Maria’s son Frank Dionysius born 8 Apr 1876) 

Cipriano’s brother Jose Maria is living in Ward 4 and Jose has a son Frank listed as born 1877.  

This Frank cannot be the Frank in question as he does not have sister Lola, Selena, or Solidad. 

Cipriano Sr. is back living in San Jose Ward 4 as a Boarder in 1910, but there is no evidence 

that he had moved back to San Jose as early as 1900. 

It is more likely, although not certain, that Cipriano and Mary (if alive) were living with family 

in San Francisco. 

Frank Cesena b. 5 Aug 1885, son of Cipriano Cesena (Cipriano brother of Ramon Sotero) 

The only evidence found for Frank F Cesena son of Cipriano Cesena and Mary Weeks is the 

California Death Index which lists Frank Cesena born 5 Aug 1885 in California and death 12 Sep 

1944 in Alameda County, California. Father’s surname: Cesena, mother’s surname: Wilkes.  

Cipriano’s son Fred also lists their mother’s surname as Wilkes rather than Weeks.  Cipriano 

died in Alameda County in 1919. 
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1880 US Census: Ward 4, San Jose, Santa Clara, California (Siblings Frank, Lola, Soledad and 

Selena) 

Frank, Lola, and Soledad are located living as the grandchildren of the head of household Pera 

Garmil along with a previously unknown sister Selena. The surname is spelled “Sesania” which 

matches other misspellings of Cesena.  

Pera Garmil is 70 years old, it says she was born in California as were both of her parents. Cali-

fornia, Lower California, Mexico and New Spain can be seen being used interchangeably to 

describe California.  The Treaty of Guadalupe Hildalgo is how many individuals of Mexican or 

Spanish heritage became US citizens. 

Lola is 9, Selena is 7, Frank is 6, and Solidad is 3, all were born in California with both parents 

listed as being born in California. 

The family’s address is 636 Market Street San Jose California.  

Source: 1870 US Federal Census, District 247, San Jose, Santa Clara County, California, page 

19, lines 5-9  Ancestry.com 

1880 California Voter Registration: Ramon Sotero Cesena Residence & Nativity 

Raymon Sotero Cesena age 39 is listed on the Copy of the Great Register of Santa Clara Coun-

ty. Country of Nativity: Mexico. Occupation Merchant. Local Residence San Jose No. 4. Natu-

ralization By Treaty of Guadalupe Hildalgo. Date of Registration October 2, 1880. 

 

A hand search of the full Ward 4 San Jose 1880 US Census shows no Raymon / Ramon / Ray-

mond Cesena in San Jose Ward 4. So while we can say he is recorded as living in Ward 4 of San 

Jose in 1880 we do not know where he was living specifically. 
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1867 California Voter Registration Ramon Sotero Cesena Residence 

Here you see many Cesena family members including both Ramon Sotero Cesena and Ramon 

Cesena listed. 

Source: Copy of the Great Register of Santa Clara County page 25  Ancestry.com 

1866 California Voter Registration Ramon Sotero Cesena Residence 

Source: Copy of the Great Register of Santa Clara County page 16  Ancestry.com 
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1880 California Voter Registration Raymon Sotero Cesena Residence 

Source: Copy of the Great Register of Santa Clara County page 16  Ancestry.com 

1870 San Jose City Directory Ramon S Cesena Residence 

Source: San Jose California City Directory 1870, page 37  Ancestry.com 
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1874 San Jose City Directory Ramon Cesena Residence and Occupation 

Here we find Ramon living at the same address as his mother-in-law Carmen Martinez in 1874.  

(Image for Carmen on following page.) 

 

Source: San Jose California City Directory 1874, page 45  Ancestry.com 

Source: San Jose California City Directory 1874, page 162  Ancestry.com 



Heritage Genealogy         8755 Technology Way Suite J Reno NV 89521 

775-626-9350         marie@heritagegenealogy.xyz 

 

1874 San Jose City Directory Carmel Zepeda Residence 

Carmel Sepeda / Zepeda listed by her maiden name as a widow, living at 646 Market Street. 

Source: San Jose California City Directory 1874, page 90, Ancestry.com 

1870 San Jose City Directory Carmel Zepeda Residence 

Carmen Zepeda listed as a widow, living at 534 Market Street. 

Source: San Jose California City Directory 1870, page 148, Ancestry.com 
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Roman Sotero Sesena’s baptism record, showing his parents as Francisco Sesena and Dolores 

Abiles, no image available.  This record confirms the connection to Baja California Sur, Mexico. 

Source : Mexico Baptisms, 1560-1950, FamilySearch.org. 

Mexico Baptism Ramon Sotero Cesena’s Birth and Nativity 



Heritage Genealogy         8755 Technology Way Suite J Reno NV 89521 

775-626-9350         marie@heritagegenealogy.xyz 

 

1847 Pueblo San Jose Map - Land Holdings of Francisco Sesena and Pedro Sepeda 

1847 map of San Jose shows that Francisco Cesena was in California earlier than the 1848 that 

is typically cited.  Francisco Sesena is listed on Plot 23 and Pedro Sepeda is listed on Plot 7. 

Source: King Library Special Collections, 1847 Pueblo San Jose, Created by C. S. Lyman, Reposi-

tory California Room San Jose Public Library, sjlibrary.org 
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1847 Pueblo San Jose Map - Larger View 

Full version. 

Source: King Library Special Collections, 1847 Pueblo San Jose, Created by C. S. Lyman, Reposi-

tory California Room San Jose Public Library, sjlibrary.org 
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March 1871 City of San Jose Block Book - Showing Sepada and Cesena Land 

Cover reads: “City of San Jose - Arranged and drawn for the County Assessor’s Office.. March 

1871 by HH Stevenson” 

Source:  Santa Clara County Assessor’s Office, 1871 City of San Jose Block Book, Created by H. 

H. Stevenson, Repository California Room San Jose Public Library, sjlibrary.org, cover page 
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March 1871 City of San Jose Block Book - Showing Sepada Land  

Market Street with Balbach Street in the Balbach Survey and William Street to the right. 

John Balbach’s land is directly above the land holdings of the Sepada family.  

 

Source:  Santa Clara County Assessor’s Office, 1871 City of San Jose Block Book, Created by H. 

H. Stevenson, Repository California Room San Jose Public Library, sjlibrary.org, page 32 
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March 1871 City of San Jose Block Book - Showing Sepada Land 

Carmen Sepeda has the largest portion of the land holding.   

Refugio Sepeda has the area beneath Carmen’s.  Refugio is Carmen and Pedro’s eldest daugh-

ter.   

Above Carmen reads “Jose Maria Zepeda Guardian of Tomas Gutirez”  Tomas Gutierrez is Jose 

Maria Sepeda’s nephew and is the grandson of Pedro Sepeda and his first wife Maria Guada-

lupe Nuno.  Carmen Martinez is the second wife for Pedro Sepeda. Tomas’s mother was Maria 

de la Soledad Amada Sepeda who died before 1860.  Tomas’s father was Julian Gutierrez. 

Antonio Montoya has land above Jose Maria Zepeda, Antonio was the husband of Maria Pilar 

Placida Sepeda 3rd daughter of Carmen and Pedro Sepeda. 

 

Source:  Santa Clara County Assessor’s Office, 1871 City of San Jose Block Book, Created by H. 

H. Stevenson, Repository California Room San Jose Public Library, sjlibrary.org, page 32 
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March 1871 City of San Jose Block Book - Showing Cesena Addition 

Further down Market Street as it merges and becomes First Street you find the “Cesena Add”. 

Having a plot next to Pedro Sepeda in the 1847 Pueblo San Jose Map, makes it likely that this 

is the same location from a different perspective. Many areas in this book are noted with origi-

nal names and are broken up into smaller plots by this time. 

Francisco Cesena died in 1853 and his wife Dolores Aviles / Abiles died sometime before 1870.  

This plot is documented in Francisco Cesena’s probate records. 

Source:  Santa Clara County Assessor’s Office, 1871 City of San Jose Block Book, Created by H. 

H. Stevenson, Repository California Room San Jose Public Library, sjlibrary.org, page 35 
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Market Street and First Street in San Jose in 2018 

Canoas Creek is gone.  Balbach Street and William Street are locatable.  Boundaries of Pierce 

Avenue and West Reed Street provide rough boundaries of the original Sepeda land holdings. 

 

Source:  Google Maps 
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Santa Clara County Probate Records for Francisco Cesena (father of Ramon Sotero Cesena) 

Wife of Francisco Cesena, Dolores Abiles de Cesena, petitioned the court that her husband 

had died on or about the 6th of April 1853 and that he had died intestate. “Your petitioner fur-

ther shows that said Dolores Abiles de Cesena is the widow of the said deceased and entitled 

to the administration of estate, before any other person…” 

Dolores Abiles de Cesena petitions the court to be appointed guardian of her children, which 

allows us to fully document the childrens’ names and ages.  “The petition of Dolores Abiles de 

Cesena widow of Francisco Cesena Decd respectfully, showeth, that said decedent departed 

this life leaving seven children all of whom are minors as follows, Guadalupe aged 18 years, 

Jose Maria aged 16 years, Cyprian aged 15 years, Ramon aged 14 years, Maria aged 13 years, 

Serafina aged 10 years, Antonio aged 8 years. That the three of  said children last named are 

under the age of 14 years, wherefore petitioner prays that she be appointed guardian of the 

said Maria, Serafina and Antonio according to law.” This petition was Witnessed by “Francis 

Wilks”. 

Independently the eldest 4 also petition the court to have their mother appointed their guard-

ian. 

In the “Inventory and Appraisement of the Real and personal Estate of Francisco Sasana Decd” 

we find “One half Leage of land  $1000.00” and “10 Acres of land in the City San Jose 

$1000.00”. The 10 acres is the documented land in the City of San Jose Block book.  Furthering 

this is the payment of City Taxes, “10 acres west of Market Street & South of Zepada Fraction-

al Block South of Base line intersection of Market & First Street & Improvements & personal 

property”. 

Domingo Cesena had come in to help take “care of the cattle on the Rancho of said Estate”. 

May 12, 1854 Domingo Cesena declares his allegiance to the United States in the 3rd District 

Court of Santa Clara County, renouncing all allegiance to the Republic of Mexico.  

(There is the possibility that Francisco Cesena is Jose Francisco Anastacio Cesena baptized 17 

Nov 1810 San Jose del Cabo, Baja California Sur, Mexico.  Son of Cipriano Cesena and Cornelia 

Castillo. This Jose Francisco had a brother Domingo Cesena. At this time no evidence exists to 

concretely prove this relationship.) 

 

Source: Superior Court of the County of Santa Clara State of California, In the Matter of the 

Estate of Francisco Cesena Deceased. Commenced Apr. 11, 1853 Ancestry.com 
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World War I Draft Card Frank Frederick Cesena listing sister Soledad Cavalli 

The 1918 WWI Draft Card for Frank Frederick Cesena is evidence for the Frank in question’s 

middle name. Frank’s draft card specifies his closest living relative as his sister Soledad Cavalli 

making it clear that this is the Frank we are looking for. Why Frank listed his sister instead of 

his wife is unknown. 

Source: Ancestry.com 

1920 US Federal Census - District 193, Agnew, Santa Clara, California 

Frank Cesena, his wife Lulu, and children Myrtle, Lester, Earnest, and Francis are the only Ce-

sena’s living in Agnew, Santa Clara County. This is the Frank of our research and confirms the 

Frank here is the Frank in the WWI Registration Card. 

Source: US Federal 1920 Census, District 193, Agnew, Santa Clara County, California, Page 6 

Lines 51-56 Ancestry.com 
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Frank Dionysius Cesena’s WWI Draft Card showing his father is Jose Maria Cesena. 

 

Source: World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918, San Jose City, Draft Card C, California  

Ancestry.com 
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Frank Raymond Cesena’s WWI Draft Card showing his closes relative is C. Cesena.  C. Cesena is 

likely his father Cipriano Cesena. 

 

Source: World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918, Alameda County, Draft Card C, Cali-

fornia  Ancestry.com 
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